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To all PAR TIESs in RELIGION, 


| | PA . 
Proteſtant Or Catbolicl, 


On the Score of the preſent 


REBELLION: 


BEING 


A brief and diſpaſſionate Inquiry, whether | 
the Reign of the PRETENDER would be 
advantageous to the Civil Intereſt and Com- 
merce of Great Britain; ſuppoſing that He 

| was to ſucceed in his preſent Attempts, and 
 allnwing that He afterwards would conduct 

; Himſelf according to the Principles of Ho- 
nour and Honeſty. 


| Oo to be ale, by all ms at this JunBare. 


—— 


LOND ON: 


| Printed and Sold by J. OLives, in Bartholomer- 
Cloſe. M.pcc.xLv. 


Price One Penny, or Five Shillings a Hundred. 
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A Calm 
To all Parties in RELIGION | 
WHETHER + 0 
Protefiant or Catholick, &c. 


Dis not to be doubted, but that 
the Friends and Partizans of 
this Gentleman believe and give 
ee out, That it would be greatly 
por the Welfare of this Nation, 
| that he ſhould prevail : That 
his Reign, and that the Reſtoration of his 
Family, would take away the Cauſe of Party 
Factions and Diviſions; That the Liberties 
and Properties of the Subject would be ſecur- 
ed upon as good, or rather a better Footing 
than they are at preſent; That Trade would 
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encreaſe and flouriſh; The People be eaſed 


of a great Part of ho Taxes ; fe laftly, | 


That he himſelf is a good, fincere and honeſt 
Man, and will give clear Proofs of it during 
the Courſe of his future Government, 

Let us grant (for Argument fake) the Sin- 


cerity of his Heart, and the Uprightneſs of 


his Intentions, to be as great as the moſt ſan- 
guine of his Adherents can conceive them to 
be. And let us conſider what Political Con- 


ſequences with reſpe to Us, thoſe very Prin- 
ciples would naturally produce 1 in ſucha Prince, 


and in his peculiar Situation. 


I. Then his Title and Claim to theſe King- 
doms muſt be grounded upon the Doctrine f 
an Indefeaſible Hereditary Rigbt. He can 
have no other Pretence but this; for the pre- 
ſent reigning Family have the Parliamentary 
Right on their YA being called to the 
Crown by an unconſtrained and open Elec- 
tion. His Plea therefore muſt be, and is in 
fact, That he is come to aſſert and regain 
his Property, which has been ſo long detained 
from him. 

Nou if the Crown is a Matter of Proper- 
ty, and not an Office in Truſt : If it is un- 
alienable, and not to be transferred by the 
People, according as they ſhall ſee it moſt 
conducive for the Security of their Liberties, 
and the general Good, This unalienable and 
Hereditary Property is likewiſe, for the very 
1. Reaſon, not to be diminiſhed, or in- 


fringed 
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fringed upon. Conſequently, all Statutes 
made to re/train or abridge the Prerogative, 
are void, and null of courſe. They are fo 
many Encroachments and Uſurpations. The 
Subject is born the Property of his Prince; 
therefore has no Right to inſiſt upon Terms 
and Conditions from him. , His only Duty 
is, patiently to ſubmit to the Will and Com- 
mand of the Proprietor. 

Thus, Paſſive Obedience, and Non-Reſiſi- 
ance, are neceſſarily connected with an Inde- 
feaſible Hereditary Right ; and what Prince 
ſoever maintains the one himſelf, may as 
reaſonably and equitably require the other to 
be praCtiſed by his Subjects. And this was 
the very Reaſon why King Charles the Firſt, 
though a virtuous, conſcientious, and inten- 
tionally an honeſt Man, made no Scruple to 
diſregard too much the Liberties of the Peo- 
ple, viz. becauſe he conſidered them as Things 
they had no Right to, but either as Encroach- 
ments upon his Property, or as Acts of Grace 
and Favour, reſumeable at Pleaſure. 


II. If the Chevalier ſucceeds to the Crown, 
He can do no leſs, confiftently with the 
Principles of Gratitude and Juſtice, than to 
reſtore to his Benefactor the King of Spain 
the important Fortreſſes and Ports of Gibraltar 
and Mabene, This would be no extravagant 
or unreaſonable Demand in the latter to 
make, but it would be a Thing bighly inju- 
rious and ungrateful in the former to lefuſe. 
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Thefe Places were taken by thoſe whom the 


Pretender muſt ſtile Lſurpers; and from thoſe, 
who have ever been aſſiſting him, and who: 


ale the preſent Inſtruments in helping him to 
recover the Poſſeſſion of his (ſuppoſed) juſt 
Rights. Upon his coming to the Throne, 
he has no Claim to them by Treaty, Ceſſion, 
or Congue/? ; conſequently can have no Ap- 
pearance of Right of any Sort to detain them, 
but is bound in Juſtice, as well as Gratitude, 


to deliver them up to their rightful Owners 


with reſpect to him, Thus all the Trade 
to the Mediterranean would, in a manner, 
depend upon the Pleaſure of the Spaniſh Court, 
and become uncertain and precarious, Nei- 
ther would it be in the Power of the Britifh 


Nation to rule there with her Fleets, as ſhe: 


doth at preſent, to awe her Enemies and 
ſuccour her Friends, for want of Ports and 


Places of Security for her Ships to retire toy 


and refit, Ec. 


III. The fame Reaſcning holds with re- 

| ſpect to the delivering up of Cape Breton to 
the French : Both Juſtice and Gratitude de- 
mand it of him. But as the Caſe ſtands at 
prefent, if we prove ſucceſsful in the War, 
we ſhall certainly keep it; and by that means 


open to ourſelves a Trade more beneficial 


than all the Mines of Peru; but if ever fo 
unfortunate, we ſhall ſtill be able to obtain 
fomething valuable in lieu of it, and ſo pro- 


cure a Peace upon more advantageous Terms 
| than 
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than could otherwiſe be obtained. Add to 
this, That it is much to be queſtioned, whe. 
ther France, in the Plenitude of her Power, 
would practiſe ſuch an unuſual Moderation, 
as to be content with the Re-delivering up 
of Cape Breton, as an Equivalent for all the 
Expences ſhe has been at in placing the Pre- 
tender on the Throne; when it will be en- 
tirely at her Option to make her own Terms, 
and to inſiſt upon the moſt valuable Poſſeſ- 
ſions we have either in America, or elſewhere, 
in order to prevent it from ever being in the 
Power of the Brit; Nation to oppoſe her 


again. | 


IV. The Duty on French Wines, Ec. 


muſt be lowered, fo as to be upon a Par 


with that on the like Commodities of other 
Nations. For it would be very ſtrange in- 
deed, and an ill Requital of Favour and Pro- 
tection, if the Chevalier, when King, would 
put the Subjects of hat Crown, which re- 
ſtored him to his, upon a worſe Footing than 
the reſt of Europe within his Dominions. 
The Produce of France, when imported here, 
pay heavier Duties at preſent than that of 
other Nations; and her Wines are charged 
near two thirds more than thoſe of Portugal. 
Can we imagine then, that France would not 


embrace ſuch an Opportunity (as here ſup- 


poſed) to have theſe Duties repealed? The 
Thing looks very plauſible, and carries a 
Face of Equity, that. it ſhould: be ſo, And 
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can the Chevalier in point of Decency, Ho- 
nour, or Gratitude, refuſe to concur in it? Or 
dared he, if he would? 

What then would be the Conſequences with 
reſpect toUs? French Goods of various Sorts 
would be imported, ſceing their People work 
ſo much cheaper than ours, to the Ruin of our 
own Manufactures. French Wines, almoſt 


univerſally drank, Port omitted; and, con- 


ſequently, that moſt valuable Part of our 
Commerce, the Portugal Trade, as good as 
loft, Our ready Species would be carried into 
France, and very little freſh Supplies, if any, 
brought from Portugal. The Effect of this 
double Loſs would be yearly to the Nation, 
upon the very loweſt and moſt moderate Cal- 
culation, upwards of a Million Sterling. Ac- 
cording to the Reaſonings and Principles of 
all the beſt Writers on Trade, it would be 
near Two Millions odds to Us. 


V. Seeing that ſuch a Reign as this, now 
ſuppoſed, muſt unavoidably be productive of 
ſo many Grievances, and juſt Matters of 
Complaint, the Number of MAalecontents and 
diſſatisfied Perſons would be, upon every Ac- 
count, much greater, and their Clamours 
more violent than ever. And as the preſent 
reigning Family would be looked upon at that 
ſuppoſed Juncture, as the Pretenders, and his 
Rivals to the Throne, the Diſcontented and 
Diſaffeted would be ſo much the more po- 
tent and formidable, 'I herefore a numerous 


ftanding 
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ftanding Army muſt be kept up, or a new Re- 

volution would foon enſue. Hence, Taxes 
would be rather multiplied, than diminiſhed. 
For either the Government would have the 
ſame Load of Debt upon it, that it has at 
preſent, or not. If not; the National 
Debts muſt be wiped out with a Spunge, (for 
in ſuch Circumſtances there could be no other 
Method of paying them) and then all the 
publick Creditors would be defrauded,, and 
many T howſands totally ruined. - But if the 
ſame are ſuppoſed to remain; then, the 
neceſſary Expences of the Service, join d to 
the Sinking Funds, would at leaſt make the 
Taxes equal to what they are now; though 
there would not be Half or a Quarter the 
Trade or Money in the Nation to anger 
them. 


VI. After theſe Things impartially con- 
ſidered, we may clearly obferve, Fhat the 
continued Aſſiſtance of France would become: 
abſolutely and unavoidably neceſſary to ſup- 
port ſuch a tottering Crown. It would there- 
fore be the Intereft of the Chevalier to ſee 
Flanders always in the Hands of France; be- 
cauſe, by that Means, Forces could the ſooner 
be ſent over to his Aſſi ſtance upon any Emer- . 
gency. And it would be the Intereſt of France 
ſecretly to foment theſe Diviſions, or at leaft, 
not to take away the Cauſe of them, in order 
to keep the Crown of Great Britain ſtill De- 


pendent, So that | in ſhort, the Cheualen 
| would 
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would be in fact little better than a Vice- Roy, 


or a Lord Lieutenant, under the Grand Mo- 
uarch. | 


VII. There can be nothing that the Fa- 


vourers of this Gentleman can reply to theſe 


Obſervations, but this, That when he is once 


ſettled upon the Throne, he will then con- 
ſult the Intereſts of the Britiſh Nation only, 
and diſregard the Demands or Expectations of 
Foreigners. I have ſhewn, that he can- 
not do this, conſiſtently with Gratitude and 
Honour. But if, notwithſtanding, it is ftill 
inſiſted on that he will. — I ask, What Secu- 
rity can we have, that ſuch a Prince will be 
more conſcientious in performing his Engage- 
ments to Us, whom he will conſider as his 


Property, than to Others, whom he had no 


ſuch Claims upon, and to whom he was fo 
much obliged ? 5 1 17 
Beſides, it will not be in his Power to act in 
this Reſpect as he would chuſe. France, 
enlarged by Conqueſt, her Frontiers ſecured 
the Rhine, her Commerce encreaſed, and 
raiſed upon the Deſtruction of Ours, with all 
the Ports of Flanders, within a few Hours 
ſail of our own Coaſts, in her Poſſeſſion, 


- would eaſily compel the diſtracted and divided 
People of Great Britain, ſunk in Trade and 
Credit, and without Finances, or Allies, to 
fubmit to her own Terms. And it is evi- 
dently no more the Deſign of that Crown to 
raiſe the Power of the Pretender, ſo as to be 

{144 independent 
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independent of her, and conſequently capable 
of turning his Arms againſt her, than it is to 
favour the Intereſts of the preſent reigning 
Family, Whomſoever ſhe aſſiſts, ſhe doth 
it with no other View than of making them 
Tools, ſubſervient to her own Intereſts and 
Deſigns ; which, in the Nature of Things, 
muſt be always contrary to thoſe oh Great 
Britain, 


VIII. Upon the whole, therefore, it clear- 
ly appears, that the Situation of this Gent/e- 
man is ſo add and unhappy, that it is impoſſible 
for him to make a Good King to the People 
of Great Britain, or to have a proſperous Reign, 
The very ſuppoſed Goodnels of his Heart, and 
the Rectitude of his Intentions (Virtues, 
which in other Circumſtances, would render 


à People proſperous and happy) would be ſo far 


from being of Service to Us, in his Situation, 
that they would embarraſs him the more, and 
Influence him to purſue the moſt unpopular 
Meaſures, the moſt prejudicial to the Intereſts 
of this Kingdom. In ſhort, either Way, 
ſuppoie him Good or Bad by Principle, or 
Difpoſition, Ve have nothing to expect from 
him, no other Proſpe& before Us, but Miſery 
and Ruin to Us and our Poſterity. 


IX, Theſe Conſiderations ſhould weigh with 
People of ALL PERSUASIONS in Religious 
Matters, who have any Regard to the Wel- 
fare of their Country, and have Property to 
loſe, 
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loſe. Even the Roman Catholicks themſelves, 
cannot reaſonably hope for any ſolid and ſub- 
ſtantial Advantage by a Change. They now 
do, and always have enjoyed under his preſent 
Majeſty, and his Royal Father, as free and 
undiſturbed an Exerciſe of their Religion, as 
if they had obtained a legal Toleration. And 
all the true Friends of Liberty of Conſcience 
wiſh them the Continuance of it, as long as 
they behave like good and dutiful Subjects in | 
their civil Capacity, What then can they 
reaſonably expect from the Succeſs of the PR x- 
TENDER? Nothing that can compenſate 
the Evils that will unavoidably enſue ; ſince 
they are already permitted to ſerve Gop ac- 
cording to the Dictates of their Conſcience. 


Let us all therefore exert ourſelves to the 
utmoſt of our Power, at this critical Conjunc- 
ture, in Defence of the preſent happy Eſta- 
bliſhment, our Liberties and Properties; and 
ſhew a fixed Reſolution to oppoſe all Thoſe 
who would bring us under the Yoke of Pa- 
pal Tyranny, which neither we nor our Fa- 
thers were able to bear. 


